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WIGHTWICK HALL SCHOOL

Homework Policy

Introduction
Homework is work that is set to be done outside the timetabled curriculum. It is a powerful learning tool for extending the range and depth of a student’s knowledge and understanding as well as encouraging independent learning and self- motivation.

Homework Objectives

· To encourage students to develop the practice of independent study.

· To develop perseverance and self-discipline.

· To encourage students to have self-awareness, self-confidence and initiative.

· To raise standards of attainment and achievement by enhancing the quality of homework set

· To engage parents and carers in the learning process
Quantity of Homework to be set
The school does not have a fixed homework timetable with time allocated for different subjects on different evenings. Curriculum subjects give homework as required. 

KS 3/4 and GCSE English, maths and KS3/4 science however, are prioritised. 
English and Maths:  Homework is given once per week with time taken for its completion increasing from 20 minutes in year 7 to 45 minutes for years 10-14
Science: KS3 are given relevant short tasks as required throughout the topic. These may be keywords to learn or a skill to demonstrate at home. A topic generally lasts for half a term and students are required to revise for the end of topic test as homework. KS4 receive homework tasks designed to prepare them for their examinations. This may be exam-style questions, keywords/equations to memorise or online resources to access. The time allocation and frequency increases as the student moves through the school. 

KS3 and 4 students spend one term working on an independent science project which they display during Science Week.

The nature and type of homework changes throughout a student’s school career with emphasis on more independent work.
Homework is differentiated where necessary to take into account individual needs.

Homework is set on SATCHEL, the school’s learning platform. 
Homework will not necessarily come in the form of a written task.

It will be purposeful and linked directly to the curriculum being taught. 
Assigned homework might be:
· Extended reading 

· Spellings

· Preparing an oral presentation
· Reading in preparation for a lesson
· Finding out information/researching a project
· Challenges from students’ course work
· Education City activities
· Gathering data information

· Design based for D&T
· Key subject skills

Management of Homework

All students, where appropriate, have a diary which they should carry with them at all times to record their homework. Teachers will ensure that homework is given in a form that is accessible to the student if unable to record homework themselves.
Role of Teaching Staff

All teachers are asked to ensure that:

· all homework is marked, assessed and returned within a reasonable time

· the homework set extends learning and skill development

· homework is differentiated to match the differentiated learning opportunities in class

· good homework is acknowledged and rewarded in the same way as good practice in lessons

Role of students
Homework is an integral part of learning. Students are expected to take this on board and to:

· complete the homework task to as high a standard as possible by the date given

· expect to be praised for a piece of outstanding homework in the same way as they would for a good piece of class work or coursework

· expect their homework to be marked and returned within a reasonable time period
· expect homework to challenge their learning skills and understanding

· inform the class teacher of any difficulties
· keep parents/carers informed about the homework set, involving them whenever possible but not allowing them to do the work
Role of Parents/Carers

Learning is a partnership between home and school. All parents/carers are encouraged to:

· provide a quiet, private space for study at home. 
· help their child plan time effectively so that all homework is completed and handed in for marking by the given date

· check presentation and content of all homework being returned to school.

· provide the school with information about any problems through the home-school diary or by contacting the school directly

Parents can request additional homework from subject areas for their child.
Monitoring and Evaluation
Monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of this policy shall be conducted by the Leadership Team and reported through committee to Governors to inform review.
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